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2019 International Food Safety 
Conference - Addis Ababa 

• The burden of Foodborne 
disease and the benefits for 
investment in safe food

• Safe and sustainable food 
systems with the accelerated 
climate change 

• Science, innovation and 
digital transformation at the 
service of food safety

• Empowering consumers to 
make healthy choices and 
support sustainable food 
system
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2019 International Food Safety 
Conference - Geneva 

• The use of new technologies 
in food safety and trade 

• How trade in the safe food 
can be facilitated at the 
borders 

• Multi-stakeholder 
coordination and the role of 
partnerships 

• Harmonization of the food 
safety regulation  
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WHA 73.5
Strengthening 
efforts on food 

safety’

• Update the WHO global strategy for food safety in coordination with FAO, 
and in consultation with Member States and OIE, eventually report back to 
WHA75;

• Have a proposed coordination mechanism for FAO’s and WHO’s strategic 
efforts on food safety, eventually report back to WHA75; 

• Update the global burden of foodborne diseases and zoonoses report by 
2025; and 

• Continuously fulfilling WHO’s leadership and partnership with FAO regarding 
Codex Alimentarius, INFOSAN, the development of food safety 
infrastructures, new technologies and emerging risks along the food chain.
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Strengthening efforts on food safety

• Apply One Health Approach to promote the sustainability 
of, and access to, safe, sufficient and nutritious food for all

• Participate actively in CAC (Scientific advice and standards) 
and INFOSAN (Emergency response and data sharing)

• Promote coherent action to tackle foodborne AMR

• Provide investment in building and strengthening national 
food safety systems to prevent food safety risks, including 
food fraud 

• Systematic monitoring of foodborne hazards and 
surveillance of foodborne disease outbreak 

• Encourage private sectors investment in safe and 
sustainable supply chain 

• Enhance public awareness and increase public confidence 
in food safety, including consumers education 

• Promote innovation and cost-effective food safety systems, 
including enhanced traceability 
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Expectation for the new strategy 

MS-Oriented

Response to 
current and 
emerging 

challenges  

Targets and

Indicators

Harmonization of  
global efforts
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Food System Approach: from ‘‘Farm to Fork’’
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Food Safety requires a One Health Approach 

Food
Safety

Antimicrobial

Resistance

Public Health

Emergency and

Emerging

Diseases

Nutrition and

Noncommunicable

Diseases

Environmental

Health, Water

and Sanitation

Neglected

Tropical

Diseases

Climate

Change

Interconnected



WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety
9 |

Progress in last two decades 
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Countries are improving their self reported 
capacity (IHR-eSPAR) 

• Total number of reporting for 2019: 173
• Total number of reporting for 2018: 183
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Food safety capacity gaps

• The Global Average Capacities for Food Safety under IHR 
Preparedness is between 50-60

• Large Gap between each region

Main shortages identified in JEE reports: 

Laboratory
Multisectoral 

coordination and 
collaboration

Capacity 
development

Inspection and 
quality control

Rapid/timely 
information 

sharing 
mechanism

Surveillance

Emergency 
preparedness 
and response

Laws/regulatio
ns/legislation

Comparison of SPAR and joint external evaluation (JEE) scores 
by IHR capacity, 2018 
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Red      1: No Capacity
Yellow 2: Limited Capacity
Yellow 3: Developed Capacity
Green 4: Demonstrated Capacity 
Green 5: Sustainable Capacity
Gray:       No Data

57 out of 101 countries (56.4%) have 
either no or limited capacity

Food Safety Capacity Worldwide



WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety
13 |

Strengthen national food control systems

Identify and respond to new risks and 

opportunities from food systems 

Enhance data, science, update-to-date 

food safety information 

Strengthen stakeholders engagement and 
risk communication 

Facilitate domestic and international safe 
food trade 

Proposed 5 strategic priorities
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Process and timeline

Phase 1: Approval and 
Establishment

(2nd half 2020) 

• Establishment of a new 
food safety advisory 
group and appointment 
of members  

• Draft timeline and CN

• Preparation for the 1st 
TAG meeting

Phase 2: Analysis and 
Drafting

(1st half 2021)

• TAG meetings 

• Web-based 
consultations 

• MS consultations 

• Mission Briefing 

• Draft strategy  

Phase 3: Refinement and 
Endorsement 

(2nd half 2021 to May 
2022)

• 6 WHO RCs 

• EB 2022

• WHA75
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WHO’s work 
towards safer food 

trade
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One Health High Level Expert Council 

⚫ provide advice on the analysis of scientific evidence on the links between human, 
animal and ecosystem health, and contribute to foresight on emerging threats to 
health;

⚫ develop advice on better understanding of the impacts of food systems (including 
agriculture, livestock farming and trade, wildlife hunting and trade, aquaculture, 
animal products processing, handling, distribution and consumer practices) and 
ecological and environmental factors that may be contributing to zoonotic disease 
emergence/re-emergence and spillover events;

⚫ contribute to the One Health research agenda setting and propose, advise on and 
review approaches and specific studies relevant to the development of a global 
approach to reduce risk of zoonotic pandemics 

⚫ provide advice on One Health policy response in countries

⚫ provide recommendations and develop reports on specific issues requested by the 
Executives of the expanded Tripartite Collaboration, in the areas of highest concern 
for attention and action, and future directions, in One Health
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